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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As for claim 16, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the charge invoicing" has no antecedent 
basis. As for claim 1 6, In 2, the claimed limitation of "one calling, analog terminal device" render 
claim 16 indefinite. Examiner is not sure if applicant is claiming "one calling" to "another" or the 
applicant is claiming "one calling analog terminal device". As for claim 1 6, In 8, the claimed 
limitation of "the start" and "the generation" has no antecedent basis. As for claim 16, In 11, the 
claimed limitation of "the existing test-communication connection" has no no antecedent basis. 
As for claim 16, In 13, the claimed limitation of "it is .." render claim 16 indefinite. Examine is not 
sure what "it" is referencing to. As for claim 16, In 13, the claimed limitation of "the end of the 
test have no antecedent basis. As for claim 16, In 15, the claimed limitation of "if yes" render 
claim 16 indefinite. Examiner is not sure which "if yes" condition or antecedent basis is 
referencing to. As for claim 16, In 15, the claimed limitation of "the end of the test . . . ." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 16, In 16, the claimed limitation of "it is checked ..." render claim 
16 indefinite. Examine is not sure what "it" is referencing to. 

As for claim 17, In 1, the claimed limitation of "it is ..." render claim 17 indefinite. Examine 
is not sure what "it" is referencing to. As for claim 17, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the number 
of time pulses" has no antecedent basis. As for claim 17, In 2-3, the cited limitation of "test- 
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communications connection is less than, greater than, or equal to a predetermined, maximum 
number y of time pulses" render claim 17 indefinite. Examiner is not sure what is the claimed 
subject matter of claim 17. 

As for claim 18, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the start of the test ..." have no antecedent 
basis. As for claim 18, In 4, the claimed limitation of "the occurrence of ..." have no antecedent 
basis. As for claim 18, In 4 and 1 1 , the claimed limitation of "first predetermined event (connect; 
loop connection)" render claim 18 indefinite. Examiner not sure what is the claimed limitation as 
cited. As for claim 1 8, In 5, the claimed limitation of "the measurable start of ..." have no 
antecedent basis. 

As for claim 19, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the systematic measuring errors ..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 2, the claimed limitation of "the location..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 2, the claimed limitation of "the actual occurrence ..." have 
no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 3, the claimed limitation of "the first measuring point ..." 
have no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 4, the claimed limitation of "the systematic 
measuring error ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 4, the claimed limitation of "the 
location of the actual generation ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 5, the claimed 
limitation of "the second measuring point ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 6, the 
claimed limitation of "the interval between the detected occurrence ..." have no antecedent 
basis. As for claim 1 9, In 7, the claimed limitation of "the amount of the systematic measuring 
error ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 19, In 9, the claimed limitation of "it is ..." render 
claim 19 indefinite. As for claim 19, In 9, the claimed limitation of "the corrected intervals ..." 
have no antecedent basis. 

As for claim 20, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the time intervals of ..." have no antecedent 
basis. As for claim 20, In 3, the claimed limitation of "the first time pulse ..." have no antecedent 
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basis. As for claim 20, In 3 and 5, the claimed limitation of "one calling, analog terminal device" 
render claim 20 indefinite. Examiner is not sure if applicant is claiming "one calling" to "another" 
or the applicant is claiming "one calling analog terminal device". As for claim 20, In 5, the 
claimed limitation of "the time measurement ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 20, In 6, 
the claimed limitation of "the immediately preceding time pulse ..." have no antecedent basis. As 
for claim 20, In 8, the claimed limitation of "the last time pulse ..." have no antecedent basis. 

As for claim 22, In 4, the claimed limitation of "second predetermined event (connect; loop 
connection)" render claim 22 indefinite. Examiner not sure what is the claimed limitation as 
cited. As for claim 22, In 5, the claimed limitation of "the measurable end of the test ..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 22, In 1 0, the claimed limitation of "the value of the time 
measurement ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 22, In 10, the claimed limitation of "the 
second predetermined time ..." have no antecedent basis. 

As for claim 23, In 1-2 and 12-13, the claimed limitation of "second predetermined event 
(connect; loop connection)" render claim 23 indefinite. Examiner not sure what is the claimed 
limitation as cited. As for claim 23, In 8, the claimed limitation of "the value of the time 
measurement ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 23, In 8-9, the claimed limitation of "the 
end of the test- communication ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 23, In 8, the claimed 
limitation of "the values of all the time measurements ..." have no antecedent basis. In addition 
the cited "all the time measurements" render claim 23 indefinite. 

As for claim 24, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the systematic measuring errors ..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 24, In 3, the cited limitation of "and/or" render claim 24 indefinite. 
Examine is not sure if applicant is claiming "and" or "or". As for claim 24, In 4, the claimed 
limitation of "the systematic measuring error ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 24, In 4- 
5, the claimed limitation of "the location of the actual generation of time ..." have no antecedent 
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basis. As for claim 24, In 1, the claimed limitation of "the systematic measuring errors ..." have 
no antecedent basis. As for claim 24, In 6, the claimed limitation of "the occurrence ..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 24, In 6, the claimed limitation of "second predetermined event 
(connect; loop connection)" render claim 24 indefinite. Examiner not sure what is the claimed 
limitation as cited. 

As for claim 25, In 3, the claimed limitation of "calling, analog terminal device" render claim 
25 indefinite. Examiner is not sure if applicant is claiming "one calling" to "another" or the 
applicant is claiming "one calling analog terminal device". 

As for claim 26, In 2 and 4, the cited limitation of "may" render claim 26 indefinite. The word 
"may" is not a positive recitation. As for claim 26, In 3, the claimed limitation of "calling, analog 
terminal device" render claim 26 indefinite. Examiner is not sure if applicant is claiming "one 
calling" to "another" or the applicant is claiming "one calling analog terminal device". As for claim 
26, In 7 and 9, the claimed limitation of "predetermined event (connect; loop connection)" render 
claim 26 indefinite. Examiner not sure what is the claimed limitation as cited. As for claim 26, In 
8, the claimed limitation of "the measurable start of ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 
26, In 9, the cited limitation of "and/or" render claim 26 indefinite. Examine is not sure if 
applicant is claiming "and" or "or". As for claim 26, In 1 0, the claimed limitation of "the 
measurable end of ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 26, In 14, the claimed limitation of 
"the interval between the occurrence of ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 26, In 15, the 
claimed limitation of "the reception of the first time pulse ..." have no antecedent basis. As for 
claim 26, In 17, the claimed limitation of "the interval between the occurrence of ..." have no 
antecedent basis. As for claim 26, In 18, the claimed limitation of "the reception of at least one 
time pulse ..." have no antecedent basis. As for claim 26, In 20, the claimed limitation of "the 
measured time spans of the respective time ..." have no antecedent basis. 
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As for claim 27, In 2, the claimed limitation of "if the number of time pulses after the end of 
the test ..." has no antecedent basis. As for claim 27, In 2-4, the cited limitation of "test- 
communications connection is less than, greater than, or equal to a predetermined, maximum 
number y of time pulses" render claim 27 indefinite. Examiner is not sure what is the claimed 
subject matter of claim 27. 

Claims 28-30 are rejected under 1 12th second for similar reasons as stated above. 
Furthermore, for claim 29, In 1, the claimed limitation of "The testing device as recited in one of 
16 ..." render claim 29 indefinite. 

As for claim 30, In 1 , the claimed limitation of "The testing device as recited in one of 1 0 ..." 
render claim 29 indefinite, since claim 10 is a canceled claim. Appropriate corrective actions is 
required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 19, 22, 23 and 24 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 16-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Honda et al. 
(4,485,270). 
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As for claim 16, Honda discloses a method for verifying the charge invoicing for a 
communications connection according to time intervals, a testing device able to simulate at least 
one calling, analog terminal device and at least one called terminal device being connected to at 
least one network node that can generate time pulses (abstract and c1, In 60-68 and c2, In 1-8); 
the method comprising the following method steps: at least one predetermined test- 
communications connection is set up and cleared again via at least the one network node (c3, In 
38-47); the interval between the start of the test-communications connection and the generation 
of a first time pulse is ascertained, and it is checked if the ascertained interval is within a first 
predetermined time domain (c3, In 61-68 and c4, In 1-8); during the existing test- 
communications connection, time-unit intervals of consecutive time pulses are measured and 
compared to a predetermined time interval (c4, In 9-20); and it is checked if at least one 
additional time pulse has been received after the end of the test-communications connection 
(c4, In 18-26); if yes, the interval between the end of the test-communications connection and 
the at least one time pulse is ascertained, and it is checked if the ascertained interval is within a 
second predetermined time domain (c4, In 30-46). 

As for claim 1 7, the method, wherein it is further checked if the number of time pulses 
occurring after the end of the test-communications connection is less than, greater than, or 
equal to a predetermined, maximum number y of time pulses (c4, In 34-43). 

As for claim 18, the method, wherein the time interval between the start of the test- 
communications connection and the generation of the first time pulse is ascertained, using the 
following steps: the occurrence of a first predetermined event (connect; loop connection), which 
corresponds to the measurable start of the test-communications connection, is detected at a 
first predetermined measuring point of the testing device; the reception of the first time pulse of 
the test-communications connection generated by the network node is detected at a second 
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predetermined measuring point of the testing device; and a time measurement is started or 
stopped as a function of the detected occurrence of the first predetermined event (connect; 
loop connection) and the reception of the first time pulse (c3, In 61-68 and c4, In 1-8). 

As for claim 20, the method, wherein the time intervals of consecutive time pulses are 
measured, using the following steps: the first time pulse received by the calling, analog terminal 
device starts a first time measurement; each subsequent time pulse received by the calling, 
analog terminal device stops the time measurement, which has been started by the immediately 
preceding time pulse, and starts a further time measurement; an i th time measurement is started 
by the last time pulse of the test-communications connection (c6, In 27-43). 

As for claim 21, the method, wherein each initiated time measurement is assigned a serial 
number (c6, In 41-48). 

As for claim 25, the method, wherein the first measuring point is defined by the called 
terminal device; and the second measuring point is defined by the calling, analog terminal 
device, the test-communications connection also being able to be ended at the two terminal 
devices (c2, In 44-63). 

As for claim 26, Honda discloses a testing device for connection to at least one network 
node, which is to be tested and may emit time pulses, comprising: a call simulator for simulating 
at least one calling, analog terminal device and for simulating at least one further terminal 
device, which may be operated as a called terminal device; a first detector device for detecting 
time pulses; a second detector device for detecting a first predetermined event (connect, loop 
closure), which corresponds to the measurable start of a test-communications connection; the 
first and/or second detector device being designed to detect a second predetermined event 
(disconnect; loop interruption), which corresponds to the measurable end of a test- 
communications connection; a first time-measuring device for measuring, in each instance, time 
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intervals of two consecutive time pulses; a second time-measuring device for measuring the 
interval between the occurrence of the first predetermined event and the reception of the first 
time pulse of a set up test-communications connection; a third time-measuring device for 
measuring the interval between the occurrence of the second predetermined event and the 
reception of at least one time pulse after the measured end of the test-communications 
connection; and an evaluation device for comparing the measured time spans of the respective 
time-measuring devices to corresponding, predetermined time domains (Fig. 3 and 4)(also see 
rejection for claim 1). 

As for claim 27, the testing device, wherein the evaluation device is designed to check if 
the number of time pulses occurring after the end of the test-communications connection is less 
than, greater than, or equal to a predetermined, maximum number y of time pulses (c4, In 34- 
43). 

As for claim 29, the testing device wherein a device for serially numbering consecutive time 
intervals is provided; in response to the numbers assigned to the time intervals, the third time- 
measuring device may detect if a time interval has been measured in the first time-measuring 
device after the detection of the second predetermined event (disconnect, loop interruption); 
and the third time-measuring device or the evaluation device may add the value for the interval 
between the end of the test-communications connection and the first time pulse received after 
the end of the test-communications connection and the values of all of the measured time 
intervals, whose numbers are, in each instance, greater than the number of the time interval that 
has been instantaneously measured in response to the occurrence of the second predetermined 
event (disconnect; loop interruption) at the first or second detector device of the testing device 
(c3, In 61-68 and c4, In 1-8). 
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As for claim 30, the testing device, wherein the first detector device is assigned to the 
calling, analog terminal device, and the second detector device is assigned to the called 
terminal device (abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to SIMON KING whose telephone number is (571)270-1950. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, FAN TSANG can be reached on (571 )272-7547. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

10 April 2010 /SIMON KING/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2614 

/Fan Tsang/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



